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Status 

1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 July 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: Reference A, Figure 6. 

2. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d), or amendment to 
the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance with 
37 CFR 1 .121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
2004/0066990 (Schneider et al). 



5. In re Claim 1 , Schneider et al teaches a re-sealable bag comprising a closure (C) 
attached in an interior thereof (Z) to one of the front or rear walls (1 0, 1 2), with the 
closure (C) comprising two closure parts (4, 28), which are at a distance from a 
connecting or latching area of the closure (C), which forms a connection to the wall (10, 
12), and having free edges that are connected undetachably to the wall (18, 32) and 
with a safety strip (the part of the front wall between 1 1 and 1 1 ) above an opening 
above the latching area of the closure (C), the safety strip (the part of the front wall 
between 1 1 and 1 1) is configured so that it can be separated from the wall before an 




,14 



FIG.4 
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initial opening for exposing the opening ([0033], Lines 10-13), both of the closure parts 
(4, 28) are connected to the wall (10) underneath the opening and a cover sheet (8) is 
attached to the inner one of the closure parts (28) and also to the wall (10) above and to 
a side of the opening ([0032], Lines 8-1 3). 

6. In re Claim 2, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein edges of the inner 
and outer closure parts are connected to the front wall by a single common seam or by 
two separate bonding, fusing, or sealing seams ([0045]). 

7. In re Claim 3, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein a lower edge of the 
cover sheet is fixed undetachably at the inner closure part (Figure 4, 8 attaches to 28) 

8. In re Claim 4, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein the lower edge of 
the cover sheet is fixed directly on or at a distance to an inner grooved closure (Figure 
4, 8 attaches to 28 at a distance to the inner grooved closure (C). 

9. In re Claim 5, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein free edges of the 
closure parts are connected to each other and the closure is produced in one part 
(Figure 10, shows free edges 56 and 58 connected to each other with a line of 
weakness therebetween). 

1 0. In re Claim 6, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein the cover sheet is 
produced in one part with the closure or with the inner closure part (Figure 10 shows a 
closure with cover sheet attached thereto being applied to a film for production of bag). 

11. In re Claim 7, Schneider et al further teaches a bag wherein the inner closure 
part is connected to the wall in a peelable way (Figure 3, with inner closure attached in 
a peelable way 30). 
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Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. US 2004/0179755 (Cornelisse) teaches a resealable package 
with a closure inside the package and a cover sheet attached to the free ends of the 
closure. US 6,402,376 (Bois) teaches a resealable package with a closure located 
behind a line of weakness in the wall, with the free end of the inner closure member 
attached to a cover sheet, which is attached to the same wall at a location above the 
line of weakness. US 5,806,984 (Yeager) teaches a resealable bag with a free end 
located beyond an internal closure to grip when opening the reclosable closure. 

1 3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matt Benvenuti whose telephone number is (571)270- 
5704. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday: 8am-5pm. 

14. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-4491 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



MB /QuangTVan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3742 



